
page 2 ** THE STARS AND STRIPES Friday, January 3, 1S86 _

Engine problem on Nelson's plane reported
DE KA.LB, Ttsas {\P) ~ The DC-3

that crashed and killed singer Rick Nelson
nnd sU other* list! engine trouble before its
hst flight, am) one member of Nelsons
band had miked of (willing because lit
didn't uusi the plane, friends and relatives
said Wednesday.

Nelson, 45, who btcarne known to mii-
lions of Americnns as a youngster on his
family'! "Adventures of Oliie and Hal-
rid" TV series, was flying with his fiancee
nnd five members of h!j band from Ala-
bama to Dallas for a New Year's Eve con-
ceit whea the plane crashed near this
northeast Te*aj lown.

The pilot and co-pilot survived arid were
hospitalized with burns, with the pilot in
fair condition and the co-pilot critical.

National Transportiilion Safety Board
Chairman Jim Burnett said Wednesday in-
vestigators were unsure if the fire that con-
sumed the wreckage was ignited before the
plane clipped power lint) and crashed into a
pasture, Witnesses reported intake trailing
from the plane.

"In aviation, snvafce does not always indi-
cate fire," Burnett said at (t news confer-

VltVbi

Nelson and his band had appeared Mon-
day at PJ's Lounge in Gunlcrsville, Ala,,
and took off Tuesday afternoon.

Lynn Upton, wife of PJ's co-owner Pat
Upton, a former member of Nelson's Stone
Canyon band, Mid Nelson had trouble with
the DC-3 on his flight from Orlando, Ha,,
10 Ouaiersville. The trouble reappeared
Tuesday.

"They were havirtg trouble wilh the'left
engine. It wouldn't crank over," Mrs.
Union said. "Everyone was concerned over
Cms one engine. Pat asked (hat they slay
and fly out of Huntsville (on a commercial
night)."

Mrs. Upton said the pilots "worked on
the engine and felt better about ft. Risk fell
he hatf to be there (Dallas) for the show.'

Burnell said he could not confirm thai
the plane bad mechanical trouble.

The Federal Aviation Administration'*
flight service in Anni'aton, Ala-, said the
plane was registered to Century Equipment
Co. of Lo» Angeles. Telephone calls to the
company Wednesday went unanswered.

Laurel Same, stilcr-in-law of band
member Andy Chapin, 30, who died in the
crash said from Los Angeles ihe DC-3 hod
developed a probfcm with one of Us cnnjncs
about a month ago and Chapin was afraid
to Ity in i(, . . „

"ffc didn't won! lo goon thai airplane,
ihe told the Mas Morning News, "He
complained and complained for mcnllis. HC
was going to quit the job because ht oidn t
want lo go on that plane." ,„,..•,

Bariie said Chapin hud told her "that it
was a bad plane. He didn't (ruit .it. He
always ttlktd to my husband about it, that
he didn't trust the airplane, that all the
guys fell the same, in the band,"

Burnett said authorities hid no! been
able lo talk to cither of Int two »urvivon.

The accident occurred on the last day of
(he deadliest year ever for commercialI avi-
ation, in which almost 1,000 people died.

It also was the 50th anniversary of the
debut of the DC-3, a twin-engine n!an de-
signed for early passenger nights and
World War II transport that t>« survived
in privnte and regional airline service
around Ihe world.

8 Americans, 2 Chileans die when
plane crashes on Antarctic island

PUNTA ARENAS, Chile (AP) —Eight
American tourists flying lo Antarctica to
celebrate New Ytafs E« died along with
two Chilean crewmen when their plane
passed A fog-shrouded landing atrip and
crashed. ' .

There were no survivors in Tuesday's
crash on Nelson Island, 4 degrees north of
the Antarctic Circle and sin mites from a
Chilean air base on King George (stand, the
charter plane's destination.

Helicopter pilots wilh the Chilean air
force found 10 bodies in the wreckage of
(he twin-engine Cessna Titan 40* on Nel-
ton Island Tuesday evening, said Felipe
Molina, a spokesman for the, Acropuirct
charter company, which owned ihe plane.

The Americans, all men. chartered the
piane from Punta Arenas, Chite'i soutnem-
•most cily. to Lt. Marsh flaw, an air force
installation in the South Shetland Islands in
Antarctic territory, Molina said. The base
has a 40-room lodge that is used by the
Chilean government to promote tourism.

They Ml the United Slates Dec. 2] and
spent Christinas in the lake district of
southern Chile, according to Haruis

Bbensien of Harms Ebenslen Travel Inc. of
Key Weil, Fla,, which arranged the tour.

A tele* from the Chilean air force's tour
office told the Americans lo bring formal
suits for a New Year's Eve dinner,
Ebensten told the Associated Press by tele-
phone from Key West.

The trip called for A 48-hour stay at the
Chilean cur base, mid Molina.

"They were all looking forward lo this
tremendously," Ebensten said, "It was to be
something really special. It was the first
lime that any one of them would have been
in Antarctica.™

Most of the Americans had previously
traveied to other remote places, he said.

Employees at (he Cape Horn Hotel in
Punta Arenas said Ihe group had arrived
from Argentina on Saturday, and was (a
have flown to Antarctica on Monday. But
the flight was delayed because of bad
weather.

Ebensten identified the dead Americans
as: Ben Callis, 33, Key West; Irving Lam-
brecht, 63, retired, Los Angeles: Wayne
Riddle, 61, engineer, Buchanan. Mich; Tim
Lang, 33, petroleum manager, Carrnichael,

Calif.; James M. Jasper, 56, librarian, O*-
nard, Calif.; Wa liner P. Michael, 72, teach-
er, Columbus, Ohio; James C. Howeil, 43,
teacher, Yellow Springs, Ohio; and Paul R.
Cox, 59, teacher, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Occupations for all but Callis were ob-
tained Pram registration cards at the Cape
Horn Hotel.

Aeropetrcl, which has t:-n o_perating
tourist flights to Antarctica for six years,
said its. general manager, Ivan Martinez
Diaz, was piloting the plane and was killed
along wiih the w-piSol, who was not identi-
fied,

Wcndel Belew, a \JS, Embassy spokes-
man in Santiago, said a consular officer
was en route to the base from Punta Arenas
to confirm the victims' identities and ac-
company their bodies to the Chilean main-
land.

Molina said the pilot made an approach
to the Lt. Marsh Base's year-round air
strip, but couldn't land because of fog, Mo-
lina said the pilot informed the bis* by
radio that he would try again, but radio
contact was lost as Ihe piane disappeared
from view.

West Virginia inmates free hostages
in return for meeting with governor

MOUNDSVILLE, W.Va. (DPI) —About
ZOO inmates holding 13 hostages in a vilng of
the West Virginia State Penitentiary agreed
Thursday to release ttieir hostages unharmed
In return for a meeting wi'.h Gov. Arch Moore
to discuss their demands for belter living con-
ditions, officials said.

John Price, press secretary to Moore,
said an oral agreement was reached, with
Ihe prisoners. Part of the agreement was for
Ihe mmales lo meet with news reporters in
Ihe visitors' room al the maximum security
prison, he said.

Price said the conditions of the oral
agreement also included a promise that Ihe
prisoners would be allowed to meet with Ihe
governor at an unannounced dale, and that
there would be no reprisals against the in-
mates involved in the uprising itself.

The agreement docs not rule out action
against any inmates involved in the killing
of inmate Kent Slie. Site apparently died
after being cist with pieces of glass.

At many as 500 inmates took over Ihe
ninth wing of th'S orison Wednesday night.

Th* prisoners look over the century-old

institution Wednesday ja rioting thai
claimed Site's life.

Seventeen hostages were taken, but four
were released before the oral agreement
was reached with officials,

The last hostage released was Capt. Pat-
rick Glasscock. who had relayed ihe prison-
ers' demands through a television network

New York City Tribune
resumes publication

NEW YORK (AP) — After a hiatus of
more than four months, the New York City
Tribune has resumed publication with &
new format, though its conservative tone
will remain unchanged.

Robert J. Morton, editor of the Manhat-
tan-based daily, said the editors had
changed the newspaper to reflect the find-
ings of surveys that indicated readers pre-
ferred the Tribune's investigative and inter-
national reporting itid its editorial pages lo
other features.

Nelson's manager, Oscar Arslanian. said
in Los Angela funeral nrranBoBttiW Md
not £t b«n completed. His older brother.
Davfd, «M Cying to Te*M Wedn«day tjut
his mother. Harriet, was nol- Nclsos. fa-
ther, Oiiie, died of cancer in 1975.

In Los Angeles. David Lcvinc. president
of the Promark production company, v-Jged
103 lelevisiort stations nol 10 show » oap-
hour syndicawd jneeiaj ihut wai to burta
brwdcisting Wednesday night en tfcd
"Ricky Nclwn and Fats Doitnno U«," He
said Harriet Nelson had asked Promark to

• try » stop f'-««how.
Besides ..ick Nelson and Chapin, thfl

dead were identified as Nelson's fiancee,
Helen Blair, 27; band member* Bobby
Ncal, IB, Patrick Woodward, 15, Rick 1m>
veld, 22, and Clark Russell, 35, who WM
the sound man,

Retired publicist Leo Znbclin. who had
worked with Rick Nelson, said 1985 wsw
(he singer'* best year in two decades,

"He wns a remnant of the 'rJOs, a holdov-
er whose time had finally come again, Za-
bclin said.

Wednesday night.
Glaiscock was taken by ambulance to a

hospital, where his condition \m not imme-
diately known.

Price had said the inmates presented a list
of 21 demands, including better food, belter
living conditions and more recreation time.

One hundred police officers surrounded
ihe prison but had made no move to iescu«
Ihe hostages.

Wendy Henderson, wife of hostage Bill
Henderson, said her husband called their
home Thursday and gave a babysitter a
grim message:

"If ihcy worm the place, someone will
die. ffc are all separated. Give my love lo
the kids,"

The inmates originajly look 17 hostages.
Price said an unidentified woman was freed
"almost immediately" after the riot broke out
in Uw prison dining ball about 5:30 p,m.
Wednesday.

One guard, Michael Colemait, was re-
kased near midnight because he has high
blood pressure, Coleman was hospitalized
in liable condition.

Slain naturalist buried
MONT VISOKE, Rwanda (AP)

— Shin American naturalist Dian
Fosscy, who for 18 years studied and
befriended the rare mountain gorillas
who live on this dormant volcano, has
been buried in n ccmttery she built
for gorillas killed by poachers.

The burial in the goriHa cemetery
near her remote research station was
in accordance wilh the wish of Fos-
sey, 53, who was hacked lo death last
week by an unidentified assailant
who broke Inlo her cottage of corru-
gated tin.

Fcssey, credited with getting (fie
endangered mountain gorillas accus-
tomed to Ihe presence of humans,
said she had come lo love the gen-
tleness and dignity of the SO or so
apes around her camp and nreferted.
their company to that of people,

Freed American dies
CHICAGO (AP) — An (V.TK31-

can businessman released ejght
monthii ago from a Mexican prison
after his family's three-year battle lo
free him is dead of heart disease, an
attorney says.

Ridrard 1, Flynn died, at his subur-
ban Rrverdak home, said Swan, KM-
gart, an attorney who worked ofi ha
case.

Flynn, 50, juffeinl three heart at*
taclu during his 37-rnonli impriion-
mcnt in Mexico, said family
spokeswoman Pat Miller. After re-
turning to the United Stilt* in April,
he was diagnosed as having range*-
live heart failure and severe coronary
Artery disease.

The business, executive was, freed last
spring after the Mexican Supreme
Court overturned his 1982 fraud con-
viction and six-year sentence.

Soldier found dead
near railroad tracks

WUERZBURG, Germany — A 3rd W
Div soldier was found dead near Kitringen
at about 1:30 p.m. Wednesday.

The soldier's body was seen near l)»
south-bound railroad tracks between Kjt-
zingea and the adjacent town of Bucfabnuw
by fl train passenger who notified Oensts
police, division spokesman Maj. Bob
MacKenaesaid,

The soldier's name is facing withheld
until relative* cats be notified.

The extent of injuries and the causa of
death have not bejjn determined, be laid.
The dcalh b being investigated.


