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Challenger explode
moments after liftof

CAIME CANANVERAL, Pl (A The spuce
shontbe Challerger exploded inowe n giganic liretall 75
seeonds after WHolt Tusesday, apparently killing all
seven erew membiors, including selmolcitcler € hrista
MeAulilfe.

Fragiegnts of the 51,7 billion spacecraly, ane ol four
i the Mational Acremiutic amt Space Adminisieas
tion’s shuttle Teer Tedl into the Atlantic {leeaa 18
miles southeast of the Kennedy Space Ceanct launch
pud. (See rednted stories, photo an Pages §and 24,

Suore than twa hours after the aceidem, officials
witied neannnupeenient an e fate of Lhe crew would be
miitde wntil all scarch-amd-rescue elforts werg ex-
hausied. But it seemed virtually impossilsle tha any-
o gould survive such o catielysmie explosion,

No Amertgan asteonagt cver bad been killed in
il

The explosion tecurred as Challenger was .33
miles high and $.05 miles downrange from the cape,
speeding toward arbit o1 1,977 mph.

The shocking speciigle wis witnesscd by family and
friends of the astromauts wha bad pathered at Coape
Camveral and by miltins more around the conmry
whu viewed the Junch on felevision.

President Beagen postponed Tocsday sight’s Sue
of thy Union speech tor nne weeh and sent Viee Prosis
dent Cigorge Bush 1 the cape w0 ubserve the frvestigi-
L.

Reagan told reporters at the White House: “Its a
horrible thing il uf us have witnessed. | can't rid
mysell of the ought of the saerifice of the families

See CHALLENGER on Page 28
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The seven crew memburs of the space  Mlichael J. Smith, commander Francis R. zuka, schoolteacher Christa McAuliffe,  bers were leared fo have died, The momenl

shultle Challenper pose Tor their preflight  Scobee, astronuut Ronald F. McNair mission specinlist Gregury Jurvis and us-  of explosion is shown =t right, lesving a
porteait. They are (from teft, fronty piot  (From left. reari: astromuut Ellison S, Oni- trunaut Judith A, Resnik. All crew mem- cloud of smoke in the Floridu sky.



