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Challenger explodes
moments after liftoff

CAI'i: CAN AVI-UAL H:i. (AC) The space
shuttle Challenger c\plixled into :i gipamic Cirelull 7?
seconds :ifter hlloll Tuesday. upparvniK killing .ill
seven erev* nicinhi:rs, including scliDolicacher C lirista
MeAulirfc.

Kriigmcnisof the il.2 billion s|\n.'L'criifl, Dili; ol'l'our
in Ihe N:iliiin;il AcronLiulic nmt Space Aiiiiiinisirii-
lion's shuttle flcci. fell into the Alhintic OCLMH IM
milts soulhe;ist of the KenneJj' Kpuci: CCIILL: lininch
pud. (See rcluted vlorits, phutu tin PLÎ I'S \ iirtd 2St)

More lluin l«*t IUHITM ufier ilic iicciik-nt, ofrici-ils
.siiid noiinnnunccnieru on llie f;Uc uf llie creu \\oukl be
tnade unsil all >n.-;ireh-;ind-rescLie elYurts ntre L-I-
hausied. Hut it seamed virtually ititpussibl*: ih;ii any-
one euuld survive such ;i euiiii-'Iysmie e\plosion,

No American iisinmaul ever had been killed in
flight.

The explosion iKX-urrcd as Chalk-ngcr w;is 10,35
miles higli and K.(I5 miles downrnnge from Ihe cape,
speeding townrt! tirbil at 1,977 mph.

Tile shocking spectacle wiis wilriessed by rainily :ind
friends of the astrunauls who had gallicred at C;ipc
Ciiniivcnil and by million* more uroisnd lln: country
who tiewed the ];uindi on Iclevision.

President Eteayaji piistpined Tuesday ni^lit's Stale
of Ihe Union .speech for nne x\cok and sent Viee 1'rcsi-
dent George liu.ih n> she e.ipe to ubserve the invcsiiga-
titm.

Re;ifiyn told repuners at Ihe While Hnusc: "It's a
horrible thinj; ;ill uf in have witnessed. I can't rid
myself of Ihe ihcnijtln of the sacrifice nf Ihe families

See CHALLENGER on Page 28

Shuttle's crew of 7 feared dead
The seven crew members of the spaec
shullk Challenger IHISO fi>r Iheir preni)!ht
portrait They UK (from left, fronlj: pilot

Miehacl J. Smith, commander Francis R. mka, schoolteacher C'hrista McAuliffe, bers were feared la ha>i' died. The mcuncnl
Scohcc, astronuul Ronald K. McNair; mission spcciulisl Krfsan, Janis and us- of explosion is sliawn al rifilil^ Icuting a
(from left, reari: astromiiit Klliwjll S. Oni- Irunaul Juitilh A. Resnik, All crew mem- cloud of smoke In Hit Florida sky.


