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Armstrong, Alclriii Laud on th«* Moo]
(Oontinitwt from Page V

"Tranquiflty Base here," said
Armstrong.

"Eagle has landed."
From sonic 00-odd miles above

the moon, astronaut Michael
Collins in the command ship
Columbia chimed in with "fan-
tastic."

The unofficial time of the
Eagle's landfal l on the moon's
Sea of Tranquil l i ty was at 9:18
p.m, C15T). which was 102 hours,
45 minutes and 42 seconds after
blastoff lust Wednesday, July
10 from Capo Kennedy, Fla.

The f irs t minutes on the lumir
surface were mostly silent, as
Armstrong and Aldrin quickly
readied everything in t h e i r
spider-like space taxi for an
emergency blast-off from the
moon, if necessary.

The i n i t i a l moments wore for
a decision on whether to stay on
the dusty surface. The space-
craft engine began kicking up
dust from the moment it was 40
feet above the surface.

Passed Time
The two landed astronauts

passed up their time for a first
liftoff should they have needed
to make one.

As they rested for the actual
stepping on to the moon, earth
listeners were told it would be
some time before they would get
a man's-eye view of the landing.

Armstrong took over manual
control for the landing, the space
center was informed.

One of the astronauts reported
he "wanted a beer." He was
promised one by the space cen-
ter which cheered "a great job
by you guys" in the conversa-

around the world," said mission
control.

"There are two up here also,"
Armstrong beamed back.

"Don't forget the third one up
here,'' said Collins from the or-
biting command ship.

"Tranquillity Base, you guys
did a fantastic job," said Col-
lins.

"Just keep tha t orbiting base
up there for us," Armstrong re-
plied.

"We are in a relatively
smooth plain with many craters
five to 50 feet in size," Arm-
strong reported. "We see some
ridges. And there are literally
thousands of little one- and two-
foot craters. We sec some angu-
lar blocks some feel in front Of
us, about two-to-three feet in
size.

"There's a hill in view on the
ground track ahead of us. It's
difficult to estimate but it might
be one-half mile or a mile

spacecraft commander A r m *
strong, who in hours was to be
the first man to walk the moon.

Collins in the command ship
pressed a button, latches released
and powerful springs shoved
Eagle away from the mother
ship, Columbia.

Armstrong and Aidrin had re-
ceived the go-ahead for their un-
docking at 5:56 p.m.

"Looks like y o u ' v e got a
m i g h t y good - looking flying
machine there. Eagle," Collins
said, "despite the fact you're
upside down."

Twenty-five minutes later, with
the two ships 40 feet apart,
Collins triggered his big space-
craft rocket and shot nearly two
miles ahead of the spidery moon
lander.

Tn the White House, President
Nixon attended a special service
dedicated to the mission &t
Apollo 11. Among those who
read at the service was Apollo 8
astronaut Frank Borman. JHe
recited the opening chapters of
the Book of Genesis, the Sam6
words he and his crew1 read to
the earth from their orbit over
the moon last Christmas morn*
ing.

away." The normal lunar hori-
zon is 1ft to two miles away.

tion with the Sea of Tranquillity
landers.

Armstrong's first description
•\»'r the landing area was terse.
He apologized for talking a little
longer than planned in his land-
ing.

, "The auto-targetjng was tak-
ing us right into a football field-'
sized crater," he said, "with a
large number of big boulders
and rocks—and it required Us
to fly manually over the rock
field to find a reasonably good
area.

Varieties of Rock
Aldrin, looking out the window,

.said, "Almost every variety, of
rock you could find. The colojr

. varies depending on how you're
looking at it. Doesn't appear to

,be much of a general color at
all."

He said the rocks were "of
every granularity, every angu-;
In^H.f " ' .

authorities predicted
easy landing should

larity.
Space

'that the
have preserved the astronauts
television cameras perfectly for
good transmission later, includ-
ing the first moon steps. ,

The astronauts, who did little
Chatting on their voyage, sudden-
ly became very communicative
after the landing-—tossing patter
back to earth.

One of the moon landers told
earth: "Sea of Tranquillity is no

The excitement of the descent
was gripping. The 3,700 mile per
hour speed was slowed by the
brilliant flame of the descent
engine, stark against the black
of space.

With the rapidity of a stock
market report, the astronauts
clicked off their altitude and
their forward movement.

Within 10 Hours
Within 10 hours after the land-

Ing, Armstrong, ApOllo ll's ci-
vilian commander, was to plant
his left foot on the moon to be-
come the first human being to
walk on soil not of his own planet.

There was no immediate indi-
cation of any change in the on-
the-moon timetable which called
for a period of some nine hours
before Armstrong set foot on the
moon.

(Actually, the moon walk could
come anytime after the landing,
depending on what Armstrong
decided.

(The original plan was to give
the astronauts four hours rest
before leaving the LM

(The plan was devised, how-
ever, before officials knew how
well the crew would Sleep on
their outward voyage and before
Armstrong confessed that he
probably would be too keyed up
to sleep anyway.)

Aldrin was to follow 20 min-
utes later and for 2'/a hours they
were to conduct an exploration.

Through the magic of televi-
sion, much of the world was to
have a ringside seat. The astro-
nauts planned to mount a came-
ra 30 feet away from Eagle to
provide a panoramic view of their
expedition.

'See You Later"
"See you later,'" he said, later

being 30 hours from then. He
would keep his lonely vigil
aboard the Columbia patrolling
the moon in an orbit some 60-odd
miles above, standing by to,,._ .
take them ; home.

Aldrin, the ' the 'spidery

22 Hours on
They are to bo on the moon

nearly 22 hours, firing their as-
cent engine at 6:00 p.m, GET
Monday to start the perilous ren-
dezvous maneuvers leading to a
linkup with the orbiting Colum-

sweat—we'll figure it out
right."

all

Armstrong told earth: "No dif-
ficulty so far adjusting to the
gravity of the moon."

The astronauts described an-
KUlar blocks on the moon's rug-
ged surface.

"It was extremely rough and
and cratered over the landing
target area." they said.

Almost immediately, mission
control began referring to the
landed men wi th a new radio
call si«n, "Tranquillity Base,"

code name,

the descent, Arm-
i _ Istrong said, he was too busy I to a

wtth, the control panels to pick Co
Out some of the required land- out
marks. Mission control told him
not to worry.

"Be advised there are lots of
•rolling faces here and all

bia.
Then, after the long journey

home and a Thursday splash-
down in the Pacific, they are to
enter immediate quarantine for
at least 18 days to Insure they
have not brought back any lunar
bacteria tiiat could pollute earth's
atmosphere or harm Us life.

Voice communications between
Eagle and the Houston s p a c e
center w e r e extremely clear
during the whole descent, which
went like clockwork.

Armstrong and Aldrin cast off
from their mother ship at 1:47
p.m. EDT (6:47 p.m. Central
European Time) Sunday,' break'
ing their last bonds with home
and ready to ride their space
taxi, Eagle, on man's first visit

lunar lander, was the first into
that strange craft, linked nose to
nose with the mothership.

He entered at 2:20 p.m. CET
through the tunnel connecting
the two ships. About an hour
l a t e r , spacecraft commander
Armstrong slipped through t$
Join him. From then on Arm*
strong and Aldrin carried the
radio call sign Eagle. Collins be-
came-Columbia.

At 5:32 p.m., they pushed a
button that extended the landing
legs of the lunar landing craft,
the legs that would take the im-
pact of the landing, an intended
four-foot free fall to the surface
with the engine shut down.

The astronauts awakened at
12:02 p.m. They took hah! an hour
foi- breakfast! Then Armstrong
and Aldrin donned the heavy
protective suits they were to
wear when first Armstrong, then
Aldrin walk the moon.

Top Condition
Both ships were in top condi-

tion, they reported. Armstrong
had five and a half hours sleep
Saturday night, Collins six,: and
Aldrin five. It was the shortest
rest period on their-flight plan.

'It"was-delayed more than 00
minutes while flight controllers
on earth tracked down a pesky;
communications problem.They
-found the root of their problem
in the aim of an antenna. It was
quickly fixed.

Then they were given a good-
night to rest -for the adventure
ahead.

Even as the big moment ap-
proached, spirits were light al-
though the men were busy. Mis-
sion control beamed up a brief
report on the activities of the
astronaut families and the
morning news. . '

Aldrin's son, Andy, was given;

Pope Paul who has repeatedly
spoken of the new awareness
that the flight of Apollo 11 was
offering mankind, addressed the
subject again in his weekly Sun*
day speech. But he cautioned
that these new developments of
thn space age should not be-
come a form of worship. The
wonders of technology, he said,
should not distract man from
the wars and other ills besetting
the planet earth.

So it was that Apollo , U
reached this incredible fime
place, orbiting the moon <
two hours. •"

They blasted off from Cape
K e n n e d y at 3:32 p,m. GET
Wednesday, July f8, 1969. A pfcr-
feet launch, just a split-secon"
late. The events that followe
were just as perfect. The pi'db-
lems that cropped up were small
and easily surmountable.

Easy Days
.The color television pictures

pf the shrinking earth and. the
approaching moon were 'sharp1

and , unforgettable. Both plane-
tary Images took oil jfew mean-
ing, embellished with the aim of
Apollo 11. .

Thursday and Friday whi

be signs of volcanic

astronauts were T to

were to

hnm 6
0
nline again

home and a splashdownday July 24, in the
their spacecraft and
toadd with new
moon.
h These are ,he mcn

pen

by, the? ̂ flight plan less busy
than oq previous shots,- to keep
the ^astronauts ; fresh for the
strenuous and daring moments
to cdrrie. Then at 6; 22 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 19, they fired their
big spacecraft engine in the di-
rection of their flight, slowing
At_ ^f_. „ V **L. AJiS, *_ ltJ_i jL 9 *A~ ^—l. tA.

who saved
earned as a

of

Ucense at the age"
not yet have a drfver'i
«. Asa child he dw

fffflBL* man wouW...,
* A graduate of
naval aviation^
" flew 78 misilbi

War, was shot i
ind enemy iines and

He flew the rocket
six times as a test pil

S2« * JjP/10® agency, i
200,0001 feet and a speed.«
4,000 miles an hour. He br
with death in the out-of-c
,fHght pf Gemini 8, maki
emergency landing, and
In the; ,#ash of a lunar,

A civilian, he
paid astronaut at

, a year. He has two]
l> . „ Son of Colonel
Aldrin j 39, son of a retijft

their speed ^nd-falling into orbit
around the,

Aldrin' Centered Eagle briefly
Saturday to ready some of* -its
systems;

Everything is beautiful
" 'here." he. 'said.

"Everybody is -happy as a
clam down here, "^replied earth.

Each pass around' the moon»
the astronauts studied
pocked and cratered soutft

edge of the Sea ^
lity where they were to land;-

for 35 minutes they
cast the Jbreathtakjjng
landscape rbejow them;' Xkisplyi
they described for the people' ats
home the landmarks,,they saw!
on the surface.
, "There's a gop^ picture' Of
Boot Hill, 3 minutes and 15 sec*
onds into the descent,". -Arm-
strong said, rehear *

foreign planet.
radio black-

moon for the 13th
time, the Apollo 11 astronauts
confirmed the maneuver was per*
JW*s*4> *tect.

'The Eagle has wings,"

a tour of the space center, Sat-
urday, along with an uncle,
Robert Moon, brother of Aid-
rin's late mother, whose maiden
name was Marian Moon.

Mission control noted that one
newspaper story urged the as-
tronauts to watch for a girl on
the moon accompanied by a
large rabbit.

"An ancient legend - says a
beautiful Chinese girl named
Chang 0 has been living there
for 4,000 years," the astronauts
were toJd. "It seems she was
banished to the moon because
she stole the pill of immortality
from her husband. You might
look for her companion, a large
Chinese rabbit who is easy to
spot since he is always standing
on his hind feet in the shade of
the cinnamon tree,"

"Okay," Collins acknowl-
edged for the crew, "We'll keep
a close eye for the bunny girl/1

Otherwise, the work was fast
...id deadly serious. On earth.
240,350 miles away, half a world
offered prayers for their safety,

earth t h e first of t h e , ,
that would lead them |o the
landing spot near, the crater
named Moltke.
' • . . Turned Qray^ ^

The sun played ganies with
the color of the moon. "At
these low sun angles, there's no
trace of brown in the moon's
color,",said Collins from some
62 miles up. "It's now returned
to a very gray appearance and
like the Apollo 8 crew said, It
has the look of plaster of parls
to it at this sun angle."

At that boundary line .between
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Baseball Scoi
.Sunday's Major League

By the Associated Pr«M
National League

First Game
Chicago .4.:;..... ooi ooo
Philadelphia- 000 ooo

Jenkins ami Hundley; Jackson,
(9) and Ryan. W—Jenkiiw, 13-7.
son,5 S-10.

,Ban Diego
Atlanta

sunlight and shadow. itrong
said "It's ashen gray. As you
~:et away from the terminator

gets to be a
• v»»w *>*» •*&*•• M%W4 J"

lighter gray. Arjd
ter to the sun-sc-at; you .get closer , _. _

lar point, you can definitely see
tans and browns on the
ground."

Directed by the curiosity of
men on the earth, they peered

000 000
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Owtry and Martin: Wasl
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Houston at Cincinnati, -', ra1"
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First Game .

Detroit ............ 000 000 2M-J1
Olbveland .... ..... 200 «»

Lasher (7).

deej into the crater Aristae
chus. "It seems to have a sli
amount of fluorescence to, i,,
Armstrong reported, "The, area
In the crater is quite bright,"

S o m e earthboun
have seen bright .§_,, _ „„
area which astronomers believe

, .
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